Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.074; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.6.
In the title complex, [Ni(C 18 H 14 NO) 2 ], the Ni II ion lies on an inversion center and is coordinated in a slightly distorted square-planar environment. The 1-[(4-methylphenyl)iminomethyl]-2-naphtholate ligands are coordinated in a trans arrangement with respect to the N and O atoms. In the symmetry-unique ligand, the dihedral angle between the naphthalene ring system and the benzene ring of the methylphenyl group is 49.03 (7) .
Related literature
For the isostructural Cu analog and background information, see: Zhu et al. (2010) . For a related Ni structure, see: Chang et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 18 H 14 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.848, et al., 2010) . As part of our search for Schiff base metal complexes, the title compound, (I) (Fig. 1 
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined using a riding-model approximation with C-H = 0.93 Å, U iso = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic H atoms and C-H = 0.96 Å, U iso = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I). Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level (symmetry code (A): -x+2, -y, -z).
Crystal data [Ni(C 18 H 14 0.0318 (9) 0.0382 (9) 0.0382 (9) 0.0088 (7) 0.0101 (7) 0.0077 (8) C9 0.0320 (9) 0.0359 (9) 0.0359 (9) 0.0075 (7) 0.0057 (7) 0.0102 (7) C10 0.0403 (10) 0.0350 (9) 0.0341 (9) 0.0047 (7) 0.0044 (7) 0.0075 (7 109.5 Symmetry codes: (i) −x+2, −y, −z.
